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A Perfect Day 
or  

Ben Oki Visits 
 

 Ben Oki’s visit on Saturday, June 16, couldn’t 
have gone better. Mother Nature gave us the perfect day 
and for the first time in memory, Ben didn’t freeze while 
working. Fourteen people attended, including Ed’s 
granddaughter and new members Anita and Hilary. Also 
attending were 2 horses, 2 dogs, 1 cat and 1 goat. Again, 
Newt and Sarah proved to be the perfect hosts at their 
ever improving Newton’s Ranch. The club would like to 
thank you for providing such fine facilities. 
 Ben got right to work working on member bon-
sai. He is so amazing in that he never seems to take a 
break and brings out so much beauty in seemingly ordi-
nary specimens. He is truly the Michelangelo of Bonsai. 
Ben also accomplishes an enormous of teaching while 
he styles the trees. BS-K is truly fortunate that he 
chooses to visit our club. 

  

Sunday, July 8 Meeting 
 

 The next BS-K meeting will be Sunday, July 8, 
1:00 PM, at Gus & Jenny’s house. We will be having an 
Azalea workshop. Please bring your own plant. When 
you purchase an Azalea make sure it is hearty enough 
for our temperature zone.  Bixby is a good variety but do 
not rule out one of the many others. 
 

Directions from 131 & M-43 to 
8814 W. H Avenue, Kalamazoo, MI 49009 

Take 131 to M-43 
Go West on M-43 to 6th. Street North 
Turn right on 6th. Street, north, 1.5 miles 
Turn left on H Avenue, west .8 mile 
Turn right on very long driveway at 8814 W. H Avenue 

If you get lost call 269-375-4489 
 

 Bring your tools and any materials you might 
need. All members and other bonsai enthusiasts wel-
come.  

2007 Coming Attractions 
 

July 8, 1:00 PM, Azalea Workshop 
 
July 27, 28, & 29, Four Seasons Bonsai Club of Michi-
gan, Annual Bonsai Show, Troy, MI 
 
Aug 12, 10:00 AM,  Gee Farms Nursery Crawl 
 
August 17-19, Annual Fall show & Exhibition, Chicago 
Botanic Gardens, Glencoe, IL 
 
September 6-9, 2007 Shohin Bonsai Symposium, Roch-
ester NY 
 
September 9,  Sensei to be announced Workshop.  
 
Oct. 14, 1:00 PM, Pine Workshop 
 
Nov 11, 1:00 PM, Club Dinner, Elections 
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     Omake  is an occasional publication of  
the Bonsai Society-Kalamazoo. 

      For special requests or questions related to Omake, contact  Editor, Jean 
McIlvenny,  

31911 CR 687, Bangor, MI, 49013,  
Phone; 269-369-1126 

Email; bonsaisocietykalamazoo@yahoo.com   
       Omake is available by email. To receive a copy by regular mail instead of 

email mail, contact the editor.  
Bonsai Society-Kalamazoo can be found on web  

BS-K Board Members 
President Eric Newton…………….....…..269-731-3850 

 newtsbonsai@tds.net  
Vice President Scot Dailey ……………...269-679-4920 

sunshinedawn_scot@msn.com 
Secretary Jean McIlvenny.........................269-369-1126 

bonsaisocietykalamazoo@yahoo.com  
Treasurer Jenny Grunberg ........................269-375-4489 

drjennyg@hotmail.com  
Ombudsperson Ed Greenleaf ....................269-323-1238 

edsisgre@aol.com                          
Special Projects Ann Page ........................269-731-4099 

chockydocy@aol.com        
Librarian Louis Vazquez ..........................269-323-0035  

Gentle Readers 
 

 I will not be seeking re-election for BS-K Sec-
retary for 2008 as good fortune is allowing me to be 
away from Michigan more often.  
 Jenny Grunberg has asked that I also let you 
know that she too, will not be seeking re-election next 
year.  
 We both would like to thank you for your over-
whelming support and kindness that you have shown us. 
Missed most will be your kind ego building comments 
both from members and many email bonsai friends. 
 Again, thank you for being there for us. 

Jean McIlvenny 

Favorite Bonsai Supply Shopping 
 
Adams’ Bonsai, 1721 Langhorne Road, Lynchburg, VA 
24503, jrabonsai@aol.com, 434-845-3456,  
434-384-7951 
 
Basically Bonsai, Mollie Hollar Owner,  
www.basicallybonsai.com,  info@basicallybonsai.com,  
616-754-2351 
 
Bonsai of Brooklyn,  2418 McDonald Avenue,  
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11223,  917-325-3954 
mail@bonsaiofbrooklyn.com, 
www.bonsaiofbrooklyn.com/ 
 
Bonsai by the Monastery, 2625 Highway 212 SW, 
Conyers, GA, 30094-4044, 800-778-7687,  
bonsaimonk@bonsaimonk.com, www.bonsaimonk.com  
 
Bonsai House, 8653 Inkster Road, Westland, MI 48185, 
734-421-3434 
 
Brussel’s Bonsai, 8125 Center Hill Road, Olive Branch, 
MS 38654, 800-582-2593, www.brusselsbonsai.com,  
 
Dallas Bonsai Garden, 4460 West Walnut Street,  
Suite 218, Garland, TX 75042 Dallasbonsai.com,  
dallalbonsai@comcast.net, 1-800-982-1223.   
 
Kalamazoo Indoor Gardening Center, 450 W. Maple 
Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49001, 269-344-2550 
                                
BFG Supply Company, for Pine Bark, 4570 Commer-
cial Drive, 269-324-3750 
 
Farm N Garden Inc. for Turface MVP, Granite 
Chicken Grit,  1002 Staples Ave, 49007, 269-381-0596 
 
Oak Ridge Feeds, for Cherry Stone Chicken Grit, Me-
dium, Stadium Drive,   269-353-3332 
 
From the Editor, 
     Make sure you call before you go to any of the above 
to check out hours and what is in stock. 
     Apologies to the wonderful companies which were 
omitted. Please send contact information so that  you 
can be listed. 

Write Us 
Here’s how to submit a letter to the editor.  
E-Mail: bonsaisocietykalamazoo@yahoo.com  
Regular mail: Jean McIlvenny, 31911 County Road 
687, Bangor, MI 49013. All letters should include a 
telephone number and a street address for verification. 
Omake reserves the right to edit letters for length, style, 
grammar, inappropriate content and libel. Anonymous 
letters will not be published 



Letter from Eric Newton 
 
Hi, 
 I tied for 2nd in the national bonsai competi-
tion! 
 
What: 
Joshua Roth New Talent Bonsai Competition 
 This contest recognizes the best up and coming 
bonsai artists in the nation with less than 10 years in 
bonsai. 
 
1st stage: Submit pictures of 3 bonsai that were 
styled by the artist. Only the 8 best were selected to 
compete in the 2nd stage of the contest. It is a big deal 
just to be able to compete. 
 
2nd stage:  The 8 finalists are given a shrub and 8 
hours to style the best bonsai they can. Four judges 
choose their favorite and the people’s choice (all atten-
dees were given a ballot and asked to vote) counts as 
one vote. 
 
 1st place prize was a trip to Japan which per-
haps I will win this next year.  For 2nd place I won $100 
in free tools and 25% off my next order of tools.  My 
name, face, and tree will be featured in the national 
magazine of the American Bonsai Society.  This compe-
tition has helped to launch others professional bonsai 
careers. 

 
Here is the 
tree that I 
styled. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Me accept-
ing my cer-
tificate. 
 
 
 
 
 
Eric 
Newton 
 
 

Letter from Will Heath 
 
Hi fellow bonsai enthusiasts,  
 
 Please find attached a flyer announcing the 
Four Seasons 
Bonsai Club of 
Michigan's an-
nual show at the 
end of July. 
This year we 
have arranged 
for William 
Valavanis to 
visit and lead a 
couple 
of workshops 
that are certain 
to be educa-
tional, inspira-
tional, and in-
spiring for all involved. For those of you unfamiliar with 
William Valavanis and his work, an on-line interview 
can be seen at http://www.artofbonsai.org/forum/
viewtopic.php?t=603 and a gallery of his bonsai can be 
seen at http://artofbonsai.org/galleries/valavanis.php 
 
 The prices for these workshops have been kept 
at just above cost to assure those who wish to participate 
can do so. Unfortunately, the number of available spaces 
left is limited and with pre-registration through our web 
page at www.fourseasonsbonsai.org making registration 
easy, they are filling up fast. 
 
 Please share this information with your club 
members, as we would like  to share this remarkable 
opportunity with as many fellow bonsaists as  possible. 
 
Hope to see you at the show, 
 
Will Heath                            www.fourseasonsbonsai.org 
www.artofbonsai.org            ww.knowledgeofbonsai.org 
 
From the Editor, 
 I ran out of space and couldn’t get the flyer into 
this issue. Please check it out on the web sites above for 
workshop times and other events. 



BONSAI SOCIETY-KALAMAZOO MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Please fill out and mail or bring to a meeting. 

 
Member since:__________________ 

 
Membership Type: select one                 _____Student $10                          _____ Individual $15                    _____Family $20 
 
 
Name___________________________________________            Address_________________________________________                      
 
 
City___________________________           State__________________________ _         
 
Zip___________________________ 
 
 
Home Phone____________________          Mobile Phone_____________________       E-Mail________________________ 
 
 
______Do not publish my address to general membership                              _______Call ONLY if absolutely necessary 

 
Payment Amount Enclosed   $_______                               
 
MAIL TO:  BONSAI SOCIETY-KALAMAZOO 
                     13425 M-96 
                     AUGUSTA, MI 
                     49012 

page 4 

OMAKE 
BONSAI SOCIETY-KALAMAZOO 
13425 M-96 
AUGUSTA, MI  49012 
 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



